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Summary of a Current Article on Local Government Administration Systems and Accounting Information Needs
The article titled “Local government administration systems and local government accounting information needs: is there a mismatch? Written by Cohen, Manes Rossi, Caperchione and Brusca (2018), covers the relationship between government administrative systems and government accounting information needs in   European countries, which have some legal bearings. The authors base the exploratory study covered in the article on the data collected by questionnaire and previous literature. 
The article begins by introducing accrual accounting information, then it describes the disparity in practice and theory the performance and accounting information used in local governments and finally talks about typologies of local government administrative systems.
According to the authors, the demand for harmonized financial and accounting information premised on accrual data in almost all European countries have been triggered by institutions and scholars (Chen et al., 2018). However, they assert that no studies have so far been done to investigate the relationship, which exists between the administrative systems and performance measurement information needs and accounting information needs (Cohen et al., 2018). Further, the article highlights the legal issues surrounding the accessibility of performance and accounting information for external and internal and internal usage. To be specific, it reviews legal requirements with regard to accounting information in European countries sampled. 

The article elaborates on various sources of information regarding the mismatch, which exists between the performance and accounting information needs and administrative system. The sources mentioned include questionnaires from various researchers and scholars and data collected by interviews and data from public databases. The authors of the article further explain that existing laws do not demand in every situation that accrual performance measurement information and accrual accounting information to be availed by the relevant individuals to be used in decision making (Cohen et al., 2018).
 The authors of the article claim the study fills the gap existing in research with regard to accounting and administrative systems requirements spelled by the law. They further assert that the outcome of the study would help in harmonizing of national reporting with international standards. However, with regard to research design used in the study, the authors state they hypothesized that various local administration systems produce various situations with regard to the degree at which performance and accounting information is required to make decisions and attain accountability (Cohen et al., 2018). Further, they assert that Local governments, which operate in administrative settings governed by stringent laws have precise provisions regarding accounting information for the purposes of accountability and decision making (Cohen et al., 2018).
Finally, the article ends with a conclusion. The authors of the article conclude that the research is important in various aspects.  First, they conclude that the information they obtained from various sources like questionnaires, previous research papers and interviews gives a blend of in-depth information that would be significant in policy-making. Further, they assert that the study would provide a good avenue for further research on the topic. To be specific, they claim that, empirical study on accrual accounting and administrative systems would easily be done by researchers, since the study will provide relevant information regarding the topic (Cohen et al., 2018). On the contrary, they claim the study avails limited information on how politicians and managers perceive the significance of performance and accounting information. Furthermore, the study does not give insights on how the managers utilize the performance and accounting information in their decision making.
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